Short Paper: Theories of Second Language Acquisition
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In Essential Linguistics: What Teachers Need to Know to Teach ESL, Reading, Spelling and Grammar, Chapter 3, you read about three different second language acquisition theories: Krashen’s Theory of Language Acquisition, Schumann’s Theory of Second Language Acquisition, and the Critical Period Hypothesis. In this paper you will select one of these three theories. You will explain the theory and how it is applied within a classroom. Then you will compare and contrast this theory with another theory in this module. Next, you will outline the similarities and differences in the process between first language acquisition and second language acquisition. Prompt: Explain the Theory: ● Identify and define the theory. ● Explain why you selected this theory. ● Explain in detail the theory is about and theorist who is associated with the theory. Apply the Theory: Apply this theory by explaining a hypothetical classroom scenario where the theory could be applied. ● What would the teacher be doing? ● What would the students be doing? Compare and contrast this theory with another theory of second language acquisition you learned about in this module. Outline the similarities and differences in the process between first language acquisition and second language acquisition. In your response remember to cite specific theorists and theories.
